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Actions in Equity, Injunctions, Damages and Profits, and 
prepare a separate work upon each. 

Horace Pettit. 



The Law of Collateral and Direct Inheritance, Legacy 
AND Succession Taxes, Embracing all American and 
Many English Decisions, with Forms for New York 
State, and an Appendix giving the Statutes of New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Maine, 
Ohio, Connecticut, Maryland, California and Illinois. 
By Benjamin F. Dos Passos. Second Edition. St. Paul : 
West Publishing Co. 1895. 

The subject of inheritance taxes is rapidly coming to be 
one of great interest and importance. Since the publication 
of the first edition of Mr. Dos Passos's work (and, as he justly 
thinks, as one of the effects of its publication), such taxes 
have been authorized by statute in a number of the States of 
the Union, in addition to those where they were already in 
force, and these statutes, together with the decisions under 
them, have combined to swell the modest dimensions of the 
first edition to a very considerable bulk. This increase in the 
range of its subject, moreover, has greatly enhanced the value 
of the work, both on account of the wider scope of many of 
these new statutes, and the increased opportunity for finding 
authority for doubtful points, and makes it practically a new 
work, rather than a mere " second edition." 

One very noticeable feature of the work is the valuable 
suggestions it contains as to the value and propriety of inherit- 
ance taxes, and the means of escaping the errors and incon- 
sistencies into which several of the States have fallen in adopt- 
ing them. Though, in inserting these, the author has deviated 
somewhat from the accepted plan of a legal text-book, yet 
one cannot but feel that in this instance, at least, the deviation 
has been a decided improvement. 

The arrangement of the work is all that could be desired, as 
regards both the logical and the historical development of the 
subject. Both these lines are kept carefully in view through- 
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out, and this fact lends the book an artistic finish which is; 
lacking in too many modern text-books. Beginning with a his- 
torical view of the legislation on the subject, the author treats- 
first of the constitutionality of such taxes, of the exemptions 
therefrom, of the estates liable thereto, of the appraisement, 
of interests of a special or peculiar nature, of the officers 
entrusted with the collection of the tax, and of the practice 
and proceedings for its collection. There is also an appendix,, 
containing the statutes of the more important States that pos 
sess inheritance tax laws, which is one of the most valuable 
features of the book, inasmuch as it affords a convenient oppor- 
tunity to test the reason or unreason of the different decisions 
on apparently similar points, which are, unhappily, as numerous 
in this as in other branches of the law ; and another appendix, 
giving the forms used under the New York statutes, which is 
the only prominent local feature of the book, but which may 
prove of use in States having similar laws. 

The statements of the law are clear and precise, and differ- 
ences of opinion are carefully noted. There is, however,, 
hardly enough of criticism on controverted points. For 
instance, the author passes over, without comment, the more 
than questionable decisions in Pennsylvania, that the lien of 
the collateral inheritance tax is of indefinite duration, as 
regards all but bona fide purchasers of real estate charged 
therewith; and fails to point out the inconsistency which 
exists between these and the decision that after the lapse of 
forty-two years it will be presumed that the tax was paid, be- 
cause of the other presumption that the executor discharged his 
official duty. This, however, is not in any sense a fault, though 
one regrets that the author has not given us his views on the 
question ; and in all other respects the book is as accurate 
and complete as it is possible for a law-book to be. The 
author's care and exactness is well shown by the one fact that 
he has added a note containing the most recent .cases, decided 
since the work was written, and not published until it was 
going through the press — a feature that others might well 
imitate. In all respects, the work is one to be most highly- 
commended. Ardemtis Stewart. 



